
Look at the bird’s beak.  

How is the beak shaped? 

Wide Spoon/shovel-shaped 

Is it long? 

Yes 

What color is the bird? 

Red/Pink White/Grey 

Roseate spoonbill 

What are the main colors on its body? 

No 

Skinny  

TROPICAL RAINFOREST  

AND AVIARY 

BIRD IDENTIFICATION - Dichotomous Key 

Start here! 

How is the body shaped? 

Tall and thin Short and squat 

Does it have webbed feet? 

Yes No 

Ruddy duck 

What color is the bird’s plumage? 

Brown Black 

Andean tinamou 

What shape is the bird’s beak? 

Wide for diving Narrow for dabbling 

Blue-throated  

piping guan 

Scarlet ibis White ibis 

Black and yellow 

Keel-billed toucan 

Blue-winged teal 

Flip  

over 

Any other colors 

Curl-crested aracari 



Tall and thin 

What color is the bird’s ‘front’ (feathers  

above their beak, between their eyes)? 

Red White 

Blue-headed 

macaw 

Severe macaw 

Green jay 

Cuban amazon Vinaceous amazon 

What color covers most of the bird’s body? 

Green or yellow Any other color 

What shape is the bird’s tail? 

Long and thin Short and wide 

Is the bird’s face...? 

Covered in feathers Bald 

What color is the bird’s beak? 

Any other color Yellow 

Crested oropendola 

Is the bird’s beak...? 

Pointed Curved 

Green-winged macaw 
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